
Name Change
Guide







You will be in a virtual
hearing with the judge

and with plenty of other
individuals who are
there for their own

respective hearings, so
you might not be called

right away. 

If it is a virtual hearing, you
just need to look

presentable on the upper
half of your body. If it is in

person, wear business
casual to business formal
dress wear to court. Look

presentable. 

The Judge will verify you are
there for your name change,
and then ask you questions.

The questions will likely be the
same questions that are on your

petition. The Judge may ask
you why you are changing your

name -- you can decide your
response. Then the Judge will

either grant or deny the
petition. Most often, petitions

are granted. 



The Judge will call
you, likely towards
the end if you are

pro se, by your
current

government name.



We know this may be nerve
wracking, but please

remember to always be polite
and respectful to the judge
and anyone else who may

speak to you. 

1.Wait Time

4.Attire

3. Q + A

2.First Hurdle

5.Demeanor

What to expect during the Final
Hearing
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Social Security Update

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL SSA
OFFICE TO SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT, OR TO  FIND
OUT IF THEY TAKE WALK-INS

YOU CAN FIND YOUR LOCAL
OFFICE THROUGH A
GOOGLE SEARCH. 

CERTIFIED COPIES OF 

A VALID ID
FORM SS-5 

BRING:

      LEGAL NAME CHANGE

 IF YOU'RE UPDATING YOUR 
GENDER MARKER, CHOOSE 
THE "M" OR "F" OPTION ON 
THE SS-5 FORM.

YOUR 3 CERTIFIED COPIES
OF YOUR LEGAL NAME
CHANGE 

IF NECESSARY, THE
DOCTOR'S LETTER FOR
GENDER MARKER CHANGE,
BEGIN THESE STEPS:

HAVE:



AT
YOUR
LOCAL
DMV

DMV TIME

DRIVERS LICENSE UPDATE

Certified copies of your

legal name change

If necessary, the

doctor's letter for

gender marker change

Bring

they will take your

picture and issue you

an updated ID.

Make an Appointment or walk in!



Passport
Update

DON'T HESITATE TO ASK FOR HELP IF YOU
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ALONG THE WAY!

Note that due to COVID-19 restrictions,
appointment and application processes
may vary, so it's always best to check with
your local offices for the latest
procedures.

PASSPORT OFFICE

 Original or certified copy of
your birth certificate or
current/expired passport
Certified copy of the Final
Judgment of name change (if
applicable), 
Original Doctor’s Letter (if
updating gender marker)
Passport photos.

Making sure you have the
right documents

click the "Schedule an
Appointment" button.
 Follow the steps to book
your appointment.

Book an appointment: 
Coral Gables Passport Office
www.coralgables.com/passports

KEEP US IN THE
LOOP

Inform us of the date and
time of your appointment so
we can schedule to come
with you
 Bring all of your required
documents, along with Form
DS-11.




